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Abstract

This study offers a systematic and in-depth investigation into the practices and
challenges of cultural transmission within the Hainan Association of Sandakan, Sabah.
Adopting a case study methodology, the research foregrounds both the historical
trajectory and the contemporary initiatives undertaken by the association in the
preservation and transmission of Hainanese culture. The scope and objectives of the
study are clearly delineated, with a focus on examining the specific mechanisms
through which the Sandakan Hainan Association sustains cultural continuity. Data are
derived from both primary and secondary sources, including semi-structured
interviews, participant observation, and documentary analysis, thereby ensuring
methodological triangulation. The findings elucidate the processes of cultural
transmission among the Hainanese community in Sandakan, while underscoring the
resilience and perseverance of earlier generations in negotiating conditions of hardship
and displacement. Drawing on these findings, the study advances several
recommendations, including the enhancement of intergenerational engagement, the
digitization of cultural resources, the expansion of community participation, the
cultivation of institutional partnerships, the development of educational programmes,
the strategic use of social media for cultural dissemination, the formulation of long-
term planning frameworks and the strengthening of external exchanges. These
measures are intended to facilitate the sustainable transmission and continued vitality
of Hainanese culture in Sabah.
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