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Abstract

This article takes the polemics between Chong Shing Yit Pao and Nanyang Zonghui
Xinbao in Singapore (1907-1911) as its point of departure, examining how these
debates shaped the creation of newspaper fiction in the Singapore during this period and
turned it into a direct weapon of political struggle. Amid the fierce confrontation
between revolutionaries and monarchists, the serialized novels published in the two
newspapers displayed a pronounced “political instrumentalism.” Chong Shing Yit Pao
launched attacks on the monarchists through works such as “Xiang ru feifei” and

“Baohuangdang zhen ku” , ridiculing their advocacy for “petitioning for a parliament™
and their constitutionalist aspirations, often through allegorical forms. In response,
Nanyang Zonghui Xinbao countered sharply with novels such as Dahua bao and Ji
zhentan Shen yu Bao shi , which sought to expose the “truth” of the revolutionaries’
“fundraising revolution” while engaging in personal defamation and accusations of
corruption. This extreme instrumentalization of fiction represented a distinctive echo of
the “Revolution in the World of Fiction” in the Singapore. While fiction in mainland
China was shifting from explicit political advocacy to popularization, the unique
political ecology of the Singapore fostered a form of “belated prosperity,” making it the
last experimental ground for political fiction. Despite their limited artistic value, such
works embodied an intense spirit of social engagement, laying the groundwork for the
realist tradition in Malayan Chinese literature.

Keywords: Singapore newspaper fiction; political instrumentalism; “Revolution in
the World of Fiction”; polemical fiction; belated prosperity
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