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Abstract

Given the significance of the May Fourth period in modern Chinese history, the
scholarly projects pursued by intellectuals of the time and their legacies deserve further
exploration. Focusing on Hu Shih’s interpretation of Ching-hua yzan (Flowers in the
Mirror; hereafter CHY) , an early nineteenth-century Chinese fantasy fiction, this paper
outlines some major threads of the May Fourth intellectual projects and their profound
influences. For Hu, CHY was a fiction on the question of women’s rights, with which the
author Li Ruzhen advocated equalities in wellbeing, education, and opportunity between
men and women. This interpretation became virtually canonic since its publication in 1923.
By contextualizing Hu Shih’s interventions in the “women question” of his time, we will be
able to capture the intellectual origins of his interpretation of CHY, as well as its lasting
significance. This case illustrates specifically how legacies of the May Fourth period
shaped the development of modern Chinese thought.

Keywords: Hu Shih, Ching-hua yuan (Flowers in the Mirror) , Li Ruzhen, modern
China, reorganizing national heritage, feminist ideas
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