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Abstract

The article “Makeup” by Yasunari Kawabata provides a slender insight into the
horrible experience that people overlook — “the smile of a girl with makeup” - and thus
peeks into the unknown secrets of human development. “Makeup” is a kind of
mirroring catering for women, reflecting their own life values through the visual,
linguistic and symbolic standards of men. In ancient times, women had a high and
sacred status and were worshipped by men for their reproductive organs. Men turned to
language and writing to create a world of history in an attempt to conceal the sublime
nature of women, while women were gradually sculpted as “weak, subservient and
beautiful” in men's eyes. In the symbolic world, men have unconsciously given women
the power of beauty, which is the legacy of men's subversion of matriarchal society, but
also the source of women's subversion of patriarchal power. Therefore, “make-up” is
the attachment and sorrow for beauty in men'’s mirror image, but because of this,
women are able to rely on their beauty to gather a huge power that can overwhelm the
country and shake the civilization written by men. Therefore, this paper would like to
clarify the meaning of make-up by means of semiotics, using Jacques Marie Emile
Lacan's “mirror stage” to discuss how women construct their own identity in the mirror
image given by men.
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