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Abstract

Duan Yucai was renowned philologist and scholar during the Qianlong and Jiaging
periods of the Qing Dynasty. He possessed extensive knowledge and authored numerous
works, with his masterpiece Shuo Wen Jie Zi Zhu gaining great recognition in academic
circles. Duan Yucai’s family tradition is virtuous and studious, and he learned from Dai
Zhen, inherited and developed the tradition of philological research, making significant
contribution in both practical and theoretical aspects. He had close interactions and
discussions with scholars such as Wang Niansun and Qian Daxin. Duan Yucai also
actively supported and inspired younger academics, nurturing their talents. The
importance of analyzing and documenting the academic interactions between Duan
Yucai and his teachers, colleagues, and disciples is evident. This paper focuses on
individuals as focal points and traces Duan Yucai’s academic career through a
chronological perspective, primarily examining his scholarly exchanges with his
mentors, peers and successors, thus revealing the academic lineage of Duan Yucai.
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