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Abstract

Chao Buzhi was a prominent Ci poet during the Northern Song Dynasty,
representing a key transitional figure in the evolution of Ci. Positioned at a critical stage
of literary transformation against the backdrop of the Confucian revival and the broader
movement for poetic and literary reform in the Northern Song period, his Ci compositions
and theoretical contributions were deeply influenced by Confucian poetic doctrines. His
works exhibited a pronounced poetic tendency, and while drawing upon the Ci concepts
of Su Shi, Chao made significant advancements, offering new perspectives distinct from
those of the other members of the “Four Disciples of Su Shi.” As Confucian poetic
teachings evolved into the Song era, they took on new dimensions, which notably shaped
Cha’s approach to Ci. This influence manifested in three main areas: the integration of
poetic techniques while maintaining the unique stylistic features of Ci, the pursuit of Ci's
capability to 'indirectly convey emotions,' and the promotion of an ‘elegant and leisurely’
style. Chao Buzhi also pioneered critical principles for analyzing Ci, which not only built
upon and propagated Su Shi's ideas but also inspired and informed future developments
in Ci theory, thereby playing a crucial role in bridging past and future generations.
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