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Abstract

This study aims to identify the challenges associated with employing authentic materials in
teaching Arabic for Specific Purposes (ASP) and to propose practical solutions to enhance
their use in developing learners’ communicative competence. The study adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach, analyzing relevant literature and previous studies, in addition to drawing
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on the researcher’s experience in teaching the course “Arabic in the Workplace” at an
International Islamic University. The findings reveal several key challenges, including the
scarcity of suitable authentic materials for professional domains, teachers’ limited skills in
integrating such materials, learners’ varying language proficiency levels, the low readability
of authentic texts, the prevalence of colloquial Arabic in audiovisual materials, and the limited
representation of real-world contexts in some designed materials. To address these issues, the
study proposes three key strategies: providing specialized teacher training programs,
implementing cooperative learning strategies in classrooms, and establishing partnerships
with professional institutions to obtain high-quality authentic materials. The significance of
these findings lies in offering a practical framework that can improve the quality of ASP
instruction and foster learners’ motivation to use Arabic in real-life situations.

Keywords: Authentic materials, challenges, solutions
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