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Abstract:

This study examines and linguistically analyzes the Lamiyyah poem by Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahim
Amin Allah al-Adabi (the international preacher), in which he elegizes his teacher, Sheikh
Muhammad Kamal al-Din al-Adabi, one of the most prominent figures of knowledge and
Islamic propagation in Nigeria. The study aims to uncover the emotional rhythm that permeates
the poem and to demonstrate the strength of Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahim’s poetic talent despite his
greater preoccupation with preaching than with poetry. This is achieved through an analysis of
style, linguistic structure, poetic musicality, and expressive formulation. The researcher adopts
an artistic—analytical approach based on tracing the literary and linguistic principles that
influence the aesthetic construction of the text, while evoking its expressive and psychological
values, independent of the author’s personal identity. The researcher defines emotional rhythm
as the reciprocal emotional effect between the creator and the recipient, whereby the writer
expresses his inner feelings in a way that enables the reader or listener to experience the same
emotional state, resulting in an emotional identification between both sides. A brief profile of
Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahim: he is characterized by intelligence, abundant knowledge, wide culture,
noble character, and dedication to the call to God within and beyond Nigeria. He earned
people’s love and respect through his eloquence and sound judgment, contributed to educating
a generation of scholars and preachers, and possesses a notable literary output despite his
engagement in da‘wah activities. The poem consists of more than eighty verses. It opens with
praise of God and blessings upon His Messenger, then proceeds to elegize the poet’s teacher
by highlighting his scholarly and missionary virtues, his moral qualities, and his broad
influence among people. The poem reflects deep sorrow and rare loyalty, employing powerful
imagery that evokes death, transience, and the immortality of lasting influence. The poet
demonstrates clear linguistic mastery in constructing expressions and observing grammatical
and morphological rules, with some acceptable poetic necessities. The researcher also
addresses minor linguistic issues, such as cutting the hamzat al-wasl in bism, using kada qad
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fata khayruna instead of kdada yadhhabu khayrund, the omission of required tanwin, and similar
cases. Nevertheless, the researcher praises the poet’s ability to balance classical language with
sincere emotion. From the musical perspective, the poem is composed in al-Tawil meter
(fa ‘iulun mafa tlun fa ulun mafa ilun), which is considered the most suitable meter for elegy
due to its length and flowing rhythm that express prolonged pain and enduring grief. The poet
maintains the general meter, with some acceptable metrical variations such as al-qabd
occurring in certain positions. Emotional rhythm, in terms of its impact on the recipient and its
ability to awaken feelings, depends on the authenticity, warmth, strength, and continuity of
emotion from the opening of the poem to its conclusion, both realistically and artistically. The
writer’s or poet’s ability to win hearts through a literary work reflects his mastery of both
written and oral expression and indicates his power to articulate and portray his inner emotions,
whether or not he is fully devoted to intellectual production. Such skill earns the work critical
acclaim for its artistic quality and literary beauty, regardless of the author’s broader output.
The study also addresses points that merit attention through necessary linguistic and structural
corrections, while adhering to objectivity rather than subjectivity and maintaining ethical and
moral norms.

Keywords: Rhythm, emotion, study, analysis, criticism, literature.
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