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Abstract

The relationship between the self and the other is a central theme in literary discourse,
as one cannot exist without the presence of the other. The self often defines itself
through its counterpart, the other, and this dynamic plays a significant role in poetic
expression. In the poetry of Ibn Khafajah, the beloved is presented as a form of the
“other,” particularly within the context of elegy or longing. His portrayal of the beloved
often takes on a static, lifeless image, which contrasts with the poet's dynamic and life-
filled self. This opposition between movement and stillness becomes a recurring motif,
as the poet’s voice oscillates between vitality and inertia in his descriptions of the
beloved. Through this contrast, Ibn Khafajah’s poetic self reveals suppressed desires
and a deep psychological need for a worthy other. Thus, the beloved becomes a
reflective symbol through which the poet seeks to affirm his own identity.

Keywords: Self, other, beloved, stillness and motion, identity, Ibn Khafajah's poetry
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