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Abstract

The concepts of Jjmal (generality) and Bayan (elucidation) have long been areas of focus
among scholars of language, rhetoric, and exegesis, due to their widespread presence in the
texts of the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah. Sometimes, clarification (bayan) is provided
through another scriptural text—known as tafsir—while at other times, it is derived
through reason or interpretation—referred to as fa 'wil. It is well known that certain verses
of the Qur’an explain others, and that Prophetic traditions also serve as explanations. In
cases where no explicit text exists, rational inference is employed, allowing broader
interpretative space. Furthermore, linguistic expressions may be literal (hagigah) or
metaphorical (majaz), and may take the form of explicit or implicit meanings (kinayah), as
is evident across numerous legal and scriptural texts. This study explores such phenomena
in Surat al-Isra’, focusing specifically on Allah’s decree regarding the Children of Israel’s
two instances of spreading corruption and gaining dominance on earth. The surah first
presents this in a general form through a verse referring to the first captivity. A second
verse then clarifies the meaning, followed by a third that predicts the approach of the
second event. The first verse contains general expressions such as "‘ibada lana" (Our
servants) and "al-diyar” (the homes), which are elucidated in the second verse by
specifying "al-masjid" (the mosque). The third verse adds further context, stating "We
brought you forth as a mixed group.” This paper examines these verses from a usili
(principles of jurisprudence) perspective, aiming to uncover the intended wisdom behind
the general and specific language employed in the divine text.

Keywords: generality (ijmal), clarification (bayan), interpretation (tafsir), homes (diyar).
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