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Abstract

This study explores the concept of Islamic boundness (i/tizam) as manifested in the Subaiyyat
(heptastichs) of Isa Alabi Abubakar, positioning it within the broader philosophical traditions
of Greek, Roman, communist, existentialist, and pre-Islamic Arab thought. Unlike those
traditions, which view boundness as adherence to inherited social values or tribal loyalties,
the Islamic perspective incorporates spiritual and religious dimensions grounded in Islamic
principles. To achieve its objectives, the study employs a historical method to authenticate
relevant contexts and a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the selected poetic
samples. Key research questions include: Who is Isa Alabi Abubakar? Does his poetry reflect
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Islamic commitment? How is Islamic boundness defined in a Muslim writer’s worldview?
And what does “Subaiyyah” signify in Arabic linguistic and literary traditions?
Study structure: biography of the poet, definition and examples of Subaiyyat, commitment in
Arabic poetry, Islamic boundness in Isa Alabi Abubakar’s Subaiyyat, poetic emotion, poetic
imagination, followed by conclusion and references.

Keywords: Islamic boundness, Subaiyyat, Islamic poetry, literary analysis, Isa Alabi
Abubakar, contemporary Arabic literature.
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